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EXTEACTS FEOM THE DIAEY OF CAPTAIN JOHN 
NICE, OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 

CONTRIBUTED BY MISS HENRIETTA COOPER, HADDONFIELD, 
NEW JERSEY. 

[Hans and John de Neus, or Nice, brothers, settled in Philadelphia 
County the latter part of the seventeenth century, the former at what is 
now known as Nicetown and the latter at Germantown. Hans had a 
son Anthony, who had a son George, who was captain of Militia Artillery 
during the Bevolution. John Nice had a son Winnard, who had a son 
John, a captain in the Pennsylvania Line, and whose diary, or so much 
of it as has been found, follows. Captain John Nice was born in Ger- 
mantown January 29, 1739, and in 1772 married Sarah Engle, by whom 
he had seven children, only one, a daughter Mary, marrying and leav- 
ing descendants. In May of 1760 he was commissioned by Governor 
John Penn an ensign, and in September of 1763, by Governor James 
Hamilton, a captain in the Colonial service. On the breaking out of the 
war for Independence, he was commissioned, March 15, 1776, captain in 
Colonel Samuel J. Atlee's Musketry Battalion, was taken prisoner at the 
battle of Long Island, August 27, 1776, and exchanged December 9, 1776, 
for Captain Gordon, of the Twenty-sixth Foot. He signed the fol- 
lowing parole with other officers : " We the Subscribers Commissioned 
officers in the Service of the United Colonys pledge our Faith and word 
of Honour to General Howe that we will not while bound by this our 
Parole, do or say directly or indirectly contrary to the interest of His 
Majesty George III King of Great Britain, France and Ireland &c, or 
of his Government and that we will repair to whatever place his Excel- 
lency Gen. Howe or the Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Forces 
in North America for the time being shall judge expedient to order us 
whenever required so to do. As witness our hands at Head Quarters on 
Long Island this 28th day of August 1776." He was commissioned in 
1777 captain in the State Begiment of Foot, Colonel Walter Stewart, 
which by resolution of Congress was subsequently taken into the Conti- 
nental service and designated as the Thirteenth Pennsylvania Line. 
With this regiment Captain Nice participated in the battles of Brandy- 
wine and Germantown, in the latter leading the advance of General 
Greene's division. In July of 1778 he was transferred to the Sixth 
Pennsylvania Line, but owing to some disagreement as to his rank, he 
wrote the following letter of resignation to General Washington : 
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" May it Please Your Excellency — 

" The 14th March 1776, I was commissioned a Captain in Col. Atlee's 
Begiment in the service of the State of Pennsylvania and in the fol- 
lowing year honoured with a Commission from Congress bearing the 
same date. But the Honourable the Committee of Arrangement, have 
thought proper to rank me otherwise, and of a much later date, for what 
reason or on what Principle they have acted, I cannot pretend to judge, 
as, in the length of time I have served I am not conscious of any Con- 
duct unworthy the officer and gentleman. I am therefore under the 
disagreeable necessity of requesting your Excellency's permission, to 
resign a commission, which I cannot longer hold consistent with my 
honour. 

" I am with due regard 

"Your Excellencys very 

" Camp Sept. 11, 1778. " Obt. Hble Servant, 

" John Nice, 

" His Excellency " Capt. 6 th P. B. 

"General Washington." 

His rank, however, was adjusted, and he withdrew his letter of resig- 
nation. Captain Nice continued in the service to the close of the war, 
and was respected as a brave and efficient officer. With other officers of 
his old regiment he joined the Pennsylvania Society of the Cincinnati, 
and his insignia is still preserved by one of his descendants. He died in 
Germantown Township, July 5, 1806.] 

August 24, 1776. — Marched over to Long Island, to the 
town of Brookland [Brooklyn] ; halted about two hours, 
then received orders to march to a place called New 
Utrecht to relieve Colonel Jonson's [Johnson, of New Jer- 
sey] regiment. Placed sentrys against dark ; it rained very 
hard all night. Saw the enemy at the Plains next morning, 
extending from Gravesend to Flatbush. Kept to our lines 
and exchanged a few shots with them. 

August 25. — At noon we were relieved by Colonel Clark's 
[Seventeenth Connecticut] regiment, and marched back to 
Brookland, within our lines by night. Drew no provisions ; 
it rained hard and we had no tents, subsequently we slept in 
a church. 

August 26-27. — Got part of our baggage over, drew pro- 
visions, cheerfully arranged our camp and pitched our tents, 
and slept comfortably until daylight, when the alarm guns 
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from Cobble Hill fort were fired. Our drums beat and the 
Battalion turned out and marched, with the Delaware and 
Maryland Battalions in advance, down the road to the Nar- 
rows. When we got within half a mile of a place called 
the Bed Lion, we saw the enemy advancing toward us, and 
the brigade was drawn up on the left of the road, by order 
of General Sterling. The general marched at the head of 
his battalion. As we came within three hundred yards of 
the enemy, where they were drawn up on rising ground 
with his field pieces in front, we received orders to file to 
the left, as we had the Bay close to our right, and to lay 
under cover of a fence, which we did for some considerable 
time. The enemy then began to pour grape-shot into us 
from his two field pieces, when our Colonel saw that it was 
vain for us to remain, as we could do no execution with our 
musketry; he therefore ordered us to retreat to the right 
along the fence. In retreating we lost two men. We were 
next ordered to take possession of a wooded hill, which we 
held until ordered to retire and incline more to the left, to 
keep two Battalions from surrounding us, as we observed 
they were filing off for that purpose. Taking post on an 
advantageous piece of ground, the enemy came down upon 
us, when we retreated from our position to the edge of a 
wood, where we lost our brave Lieut. Col. Parry, who was 
shot through the head by a musket ball, which killed him 
on the spot. Animated by seeing him fall, we regained our 
ground, repulsed and drove them back, killed Colonel 
Grant [Fortieth Foot], wounded a lieutenant and killed 
nine soldiers. They retired behind a wood, but our Colonel 
did not think it prudent to follow them, as we had at that 
time not above fifty men and they had six times our num- 
ber. We held our ground near half an hour, when we ob- 
served them coming down on us with all their force. We 
immediately prepared to receive them, not firing a shot 
until they were within fifty yards of us, when we gave them 
such a warm reception, that they found themselves under 
the necessity of retreating a second time to the wood. In 
this attempt they loft forty dead on the field, but their 
Vol. xvi.— 26 



402 Extracts from the Diary of Captain John Nice. 

wounded they carried off to the wood. In all these engage- 
ments we lost not a man, but our brave Colonel seeing a 
party of our men engaged in a field in our rear, we went to 
aid them, and became engaged with a company of Grena- 
diers near half an hour, while our brigade crossed at the 
mill-dam and got in, and we made them give way and incline 
to their right along a thick hedge. We kept engaged until 
a force of Hessians came down their left and attempted to 
surround us, when our Colonel ordered a party of Flying 
Camp riflemen of Col. Lutz's Battalion to join us and break 
through their lines, which we could easily have done if they 
had joined us, but they refused and would not come up, 
until we were obliged to retreat back in the wood. Here 
the Colonel called a council of the officers he had with him, 
to consider what was best to be done. Before we decided, 
the Hessians gave us a heavy fire from the edge of the 
wood, which caused us to disperse and every one make the 
best way he could to save himself. Col. Atlee, Ensign 
Henderson and myself kept together in the wood, then in- 
clined to our left until we collected about twenty men of 
different battalions and decided to attempt to break through 
their lines. Coming up a hill out of the wood we saw a 
Highlander coming towards us. We called to him that if 
he would surrender, we would give him good quarters, 
which he did and delivered up his arms to our Colonel. 
We then proceeded about fifty yards, and around the corner 
of a wood, came unexpectedly on a large party of Hessians, 
as they turned out to be ; for we were deceived by their 
uniforms of blue and red, and taking them for our own 
people, allowed them to advance within fifty yards, when 
they fired a volley, fortunately not killing or wounding any 
of us. Being superior in numbers our Colonel decided not 
to make a stand. About one hundred and fifty yards distant 
we crossed a hedge, but no sooner were we over when we 
saw a Battalion of Highlanders drawn up with their backs 
to our left. Although within eighty yards, they did not see 
us at first, but they faced about and fired on us, and inclining 
to the right, we gained the point of a wood which covered 
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us from their fire. "We then ran through the wood, to the 
lowland, where another strong party of Hessians fired upon 
us, and one of them was so bold as to run into the centre of 
our party, when one of my men fired and killed him. 
Finding we were pursued, we ran across a swamp where the 
water and mud was up to our knees, when we took up a 
rising piece of wood, where we were fired upon from our 
right. We then inclined a little to the left and still kept 
making for the Jamaica road, hoping that if we could cross 
it, we would get around the right of their lines. Advanc- 
ing farther we were joined by Col. Lutz, of the Plying 
Camp, with a small party of his men. We now numbered 
twenty-five men and for half an hour lay concealed in the 
wood, where we held a council as to what was to be done. 
The Hessians were observed coming through the wood to 
surround us, and there being no way to retreat, we de- 
termined to push out before the Hessians and deliver our- 
selves up to the first British troops we met. On clearing 
the wood, we saw two Battalions of Highlanders drawn up 
on our front, and the Hessians firing at us all the way, we 
club'd our firelocks, followed our Colonel, and received 
good quarters from the Colonel of the Highlanders. We 
were sent under guard to head-quarters, about one mile 
from our lines on the Jamaica road, where we delivered up 
our arms and were put in the Provost Guard, where the 
British officers and soldiers insulted us. Here we continued 
until the 29th inst. — twenty three officers in all — in one 
house, our rations consisting of Pork and Biscuit with Grog. 

August 29. — We were sent under a strong guard to a 
small town four miles down the island, called Flat Bush, 
and were turned over to a battalion of Hessians, who used 
us very well. 

August 81. — The Highlanders relieved the Hessians and 
took charge of us. Sent all our private soldiers to Gravesend, 
where they were lodged in two churches. 

September 3. — Under guard we went on board the snow 
Mentor, Capt. Davis, and were placed on short allowance, 
| lb Pork and 10 ounces of Bread per man daily. 
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September 5. — Our men were placed on the transports 
Wooly and Kochford, where we lay until 

September 22, when we passed the Narrows and anchored 
between Governor's and Gallows islands. 

September 23. — The ship of war Eoebuck and a thun- 
der-bum with a frigate attacked Powl's Hook. Our peo- 
ple fired a few shots, when they returned to their ships. 
They then made a landing about a mile above Powl's 
Hook. 

September 24. — The prisoners from Canada left the fleet 
and were landed at Elizabethtown. 

September 27. — The two armies cannonaded each other at 
Powl's Hook. 

September 28. — We observed a great smoke arise from our 
fort on the heights above Powl's Hook, but the wind was 
so high we could not hear the sound of guns. 

September 29. — Sailed up the North River and dropped 
anchor opposite Powl's Hook. 

October 7. — We were landed in New York and signed a 
second parole. The New York and New England officers 
were put in a house together on the Holy Ground ; the 
Marylanders, Delawarians and Pennsylvanians were lodged 
in the house of Mr. Mariner, on William street, except the 
field officers, who had the liberty of hiring a house for 
themselves. 

October 9. — To-night I was insulted by a number of High- 
land officers, who rushed into the house, abused us with 
bad language, and struck Lieut. Carnaghan of the Right 
Battalion and Ensign Farnandaz, of the Maryland Battalion, 
and forced them away to the guard house that night. Here 
they were treated very civil by the sergeant, and the next 
morning released by order of Gen. Robertson. We heard 
during the day heavy cannonading in the direction of Forts 
Washington and Lee. 

November 16. — Fort Washington was taken. 

November 18. — The prisoners taken at Fort Washington 
were brought to New York ; the officers lay in the Baptist 
meeting house that night. 
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November 19. — We signed a parole, and had the privilege 
of walking ahout the streets from Sun to Sun, but could 
not visit our men, except the sentries at the gate allowed us 
to speak to them, so jealous were they of us for fear we 
would persuade them not to enlist in their service. The 
British recruiting officers daily tried to persuade them to 
enlist, by making fair promises. 

December 4. — Eight officers and six privates were ex- 
changed. 

December 10. — Seventeen Officers and twenty eight privates 
were exchanged. We went on board the Cypher, at the 
Albany Pier. 

December 11. — Arrived at South Amboy and proceeded 
to Spottswood. 

December 12. — Continued our march to within two miles 
of Allentown. 

December 13. — Proceeded to within two miles of Black- 
horse, on our way to Bordentown, but hearing that some 
Hessians were at the former place, we struck off to the right 
and went to Trenton, fearing they might plunder our 
baggage. 

December 14. — Left Trenton in the morning with an 
English officer, who conducted us through the lines, 
with orders to proceed down the Jerseys to Cooper's 
Perry and there cross. Beached Burlington and nighted 
there. 

December 15. — Finding it impossible to proceed, as the 
bridges were taken up, we crossed from Burlington to 
Bristol, put part of our baggage on a shallop, and all the 
party except five officers and myself went on board. As 
the night was cold, the cabin very small and the wind 
ahead, we concluded to walk. At sunset we started, at the 
Wheat-sheaff got our supper, where my five companions 
decided to go to bed. I proceeded on by myself, and reached 
home at Germantown between three and four o'clock in the 
morning. 

[Between December 15, 1776, and June 19, 1778, the 
diary is missing.] 
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1778. 

June 19. — Left the encampment at Valley Forge, marched 
to and encamped at BartlestalPs. 

June 20. — Marched to Doylestown and encamped. 

June 21. — Marched to Coryell's Ferry and encamped. 

June 22. — Crossed the river early in the morning, and 
encamped on the high ground six miles beyond. 

June 23. — Marched to Hopewell, where we went into 
camp. 

June 25. — Early in the morning we marched about six 
miles, and encamped. Drew two days provisions and 
cooked them. 

June 27. — Marched about ten miles and encamped in 
Monmouth county, within eight miles of the court-house. 

June 28. — Early this morning we began our march by the 
way of the town of Cranberry to meet the enemy. About 
ten o'clock the engagement began by the forces under Gen. 
Lee, Gen. Wayne and the Marquis de Lafayette, which con- 
tinued very warm for some time. Our detachment fell 
back to the front line of our army, which his Excellency 
commanded in person, and then began a very severe can- 
nonading. Our detacbed parties flanked the enemy on the 
right and left, and cut off most of the Grenadiers, Light 
Infantry and Highlanders. One part of our army got pos- 
session of a height on their left, and quailed them so much, 
that they thought fit to retreat about four o'clock and left us 
masters of the field. Our corps was the reserve that day, 
and did not come into action. We went to the Meeting- 
House and formed there, but afterwards were ordered to 
march back and form with the second line at English- 
town, about three miles from the scene of the engagement. 
Here we lay until five o'clock when Col. Stewart returned 
and ordered our regiment to march to the field of battle, 
where we lay with the army all night. 

June 29. — At four o'clock this afternoon a strong party 
was detached to bury the dead of both armies, which was 
considerable. We lost about one hundred killed on the field 
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and scattered through the woods. Towards evening we 
inarched hack six miles and encamped. 

June 30. — The army marched to Spottswood on their way 
to Brunswick and encamped there, our army on the East 
side of the Raritan river. 1 

[At the end of Captain Nice's diary for the year 1776 is a 
" List of the Officers now Prisoners" in New York, who 
were captured on Long Island, to which some annotations 
have been added.] 

PENNSYLVANIA RIFLE REGIMENT. 

Samuel Miles. [Colonel commandant. Exchanged April 
20, 1778, but did not re-enter the service.] 

James Piper, Bedford county. [Lieutenant-colonel. Died 
in captivity.] 

Richard Brown, Bedford county. [Captain.] 

Matthew Scott, Cumberland county. [First lieutenant 
Captain Peebles's company. Exchanged December 8, 1776, 
for Lieutenant Cleveland, Seventh Foot.] 

William Cray, Shamokin. [First lieutenant Captain 
Weitzel's company. Exchanged December 8, 1776, for 
Lieutenant Thompson, Twenty-sixth Foot.] 

John Davis, Philadelphia. [First lieutenant Captain 
Lewis Farmer's company.] 

George Wirt, Philadelphia. [First lieutenant Captain 
Shade's company. Died in captivity.] 

John Spear, Bucks county. [First lieutenant Captain 
Long's company.] 

Yost Driesbach, Northampton county. [First lieutenant 
Captain Shade's company.] 

Daniel Topham, Philadelphia. [First lieutenant Captain 
Christ's company. Exchanged April 20, 1778.] 

"William McPherson, York county. [Second lieutenant 
Captain Albright's company. Exchanged April 20, 1778.] 

Luke Brodhead, Northampton county. [Third lieutenant 
Captain Farmer's company. Exchanged December 8, 1776, 
for Lieutenant Wellington, Twenty-sixth Foot] 

1 Here the diary ends ; the remainder to the end of the war is missing. 
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James Carnaghan, Westmoreland county. [Second lieu- 
tenant Captain Erwin's company.] 

Joseph Brownlee, "Westmoreland county. [Third lieuten- 
ant Captain Erwin's company.] 

John Davis, Chester county. [Surgeon.] 

Joseph Davis, Chester county. [Surgeon's mate. Ex- 
changed December 8, 1776, for Surgeon Beaumont, Twenty- 
sixth Foot.] 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Lieut. David Duncan, Philadelphia. 
Lieut. Moses Young, Philadelphia. 

PENNSYLVANIA MUSKETRY BATTALION. 

Samuel J. Atlee, Lancaster county. [Colonel command- 
ing. Exchanged August 6, 1778.] 

Francis Murray, Bucks county. [Captain. Exchanged 
December 9, 1776, for Captain "William Anstruther, Twenty- 
sixth Foot.] 

Thomas Herbert, Lancaster county. [Captain.] 

John Nice, Germantown. [Captain. Exchanged De- 
cember 9, 1776, for Captain Andrew Gordon, Twenty-sixth 
Foot.] 

Joseph Howell Jr. [Captain. Exchanged December 9, 
1776, for Captain John Livingston, Twenty-sixth Foot.] 

Walter Finney, Bucks county. [First lieutenant Captain 
Murray's company.] 

William Henderson, Bucks county. [Ensign Captain 
Murray's company.] 

Alexander Huston Jr. [Ensign Captain Howell's com- 
pany. Exchanged December 9, 1776, for Ensign Saunders, 
Twenty-ninth Foot.] 

Michael App, Lancaster county. [Ensign Captain De 
Huff's company. Exchanged December 9, 1776, for Ensign 
Thomas.] 

Septimus Davis, Chester county. [Ensign Captain An- 
derson's company. Exchanged December 9, 1776, for 
Ensign McLeod.] 
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FLYING CAMP. 

Lieut. Col. Nicholas Lutz, Berks county. [Third Bat- 
talion Associators.] 

Capt. [Jacob] Moser. 

Capt. [Jacob] Crowle. 

Capt. Groft, York county. 

Lieut. Lewis, York county. 

First Lieut. Peter Middagh, Northampton county. [First 
Battalion Associators, Fourth company, Captain Timothy 
Jayne.] 

Lieut. Schoonhover, Northampton county. [Fourth 

Battalion Associators.] 

Capt. Henry Hagenbock, Northampton county. [Second 
Battalion Associators.] 

Capt. [Joseph] Heister, Berks county. 

Lieut. Col. Peter Kecblein, Northampton county. [Bat- 
talion Associators.] 

Capt. [Timothy] Jayne, Northampton county. [First 
Battalion Associators, Fourth company.] 

First Lieut. Enoch Beer, Northampton county. [Captain 
Kern's company, First Battalion Associators.] 

DELAWARE BATTALION. 

Lieut. [Alexander] Stuart, Kent county. 
Lieut. [Jonathan] Harney, Sussex county. 

MARYLAND BATTALION. 

Lieut. [Edward] de Coursey, Queen Anne county. 
Lieut. [Samuel] Wright, Queen Anne county. 
Lieut. [William] Sterret, Baltimore county. 
Lieut. [Joseph] Butler, Harford county. 
Lieut. [Hatch] Dent, Charles county. 
Lieut. [Walter] Bidgely, Baltimore county. 
Lieut. [Walter] Muse, Dorset county. 
Lieut. [Edward] Praul, Harford county. 
Ensign [James] Fernandez, Charles county. 
Ensign [William] Courts, Charles county. 
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NEW YORK BATTALION. 

Lieut. [Jeronimus] Hoogland. 
Lieut. [Robert] Troop. 
Lieut. [Edward] Dunscomb. 
Lieut. [Garret] Wagoner. 
Lieut. [William] Gilleland. 

CAPTURED THE NIGHT BEFORE THE BATTLE. 

Major Bowan, Long Island. 

Volunteer [John] Calandar, of the Train, Boston. 

SEVENTEENTH CONNECTICUT REGIMENT [Huntington's]. 

Colonel [Joel] Clark, Hartford county. 

Major [Levi] Wells, Hartford county. 

Capt. [Jonathan] Brewster, New London county. 

Capt. Fitch Bissell, Hartford county. 

Capt. [Caleb] Trowbridge, New Haven county. 

Capt. [Timothy] Percival, Hartford county. 

Capt. Osias Bissell, Hartford county. 

Lieut. [Oliver] Orcutt, Windham. 

Lieut. [Jonathan] Gillet, Hartford. 

Lieut. [Nathaniel] Gone, New London. 

Lieut. [Solomon] Makepeace. 

Lieut. [Jabez] Fitch, New London. 

Lieut. [Thomas] Fanning, New London. 

Ensign [John] Kinsman, New London. 

Ensign [Anthony] Bradford, Windham. 

Ensign [Cornelius] Higgins. 

Ensign [Joel] Gillet. 

Ensign [Joseph] Chapman, New London. 

Ensign [Elihu] Lyman, Hartford. 

Adjutant [Elisha] Hopkins, Hartford. 

Surgeon [Silas] Holmes, New London. 



Major Edward Burd, Lancaster. 
Adjutant MeCordee. 
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New York October 12, 1776. 



id out for the mess : 




Beef, potatoes, onions 
5 Loaves of Bread @ 8 . 
Dose of Salts for Huston . 


. 4s. Qd. 
. 40 coppers 
. 15 " 


do 
do 
do 
Milk 


Harney . 
App . 
McFinney 


. 15 " 
. 15 " 

. 9 " 
. 5 " 

John Nice. 



